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Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

Living This Advent resources are here: 

 

Thanks to our friend Kristi Quinlan, the Advent Family Resources 

are complete and posted on the Diocesan website.  I am also 

including the PDF documents of the resources in this e-newsletter in 

case you want to post directly on your website instead of directing 

your parish community to the Diocesan website.  The vanity URL for 

the Diocesan Website is www.dmdiocese.org/Advent2020.   

 

A request has been made to see if it is possible for these documents to 

be translated into Spanish.  If not, this will be a part of the next 

release for Living This Christmas.   

 

Attached you will find a wonderful 4-page digital resource designed to help households in our 

diocese live a vibrant and meaningful Advent.  Additionally, a 1-page "First Week of Advent" 

resource is attached along with other supplemental resources that are hyperlinked in the source 

document titled Living This Advent.  With Advent having begun on Sunday, please consider 

this as an option for your families. 
 

Next week you will be receiving a one-page "Second Week of Advent" resource.  As they come 

available, you will also receive weeks three and four discussion guides for Advent.  The hope is 

that throughout the coming Advent Season, the diocese and each parish can collaborate in 

supporting and promoting Catholic faith in the homes of our families.  Quoting from Tom 

Quinlan, “In God's grace, perhaps we can help make this a deeply faith-filled Advent and 

Christmas, even in the midst of our COVID crisis.” 

 

Also attached is suggested wording for the email message to your families about these resources 

(one if posted on your website or to ours and a second if you are e-mailing the source document 

and the 1 page conversation starter for week one of Advent.  Please use and revise as appropriate 

in your parish.  Kristi will begin working on a Living This Christmas soon.   

 

Growing Disciples – Wednesday Wrap 

Glorifying God – Growing in Faith 

Living our Catholic Faith in the World  
December 2, 2020 Edition 

http://www.dmdiocese.org/Advent2020


Let me know if you have any questions or comments to help us strengthen this Advent 

effort.  Thank you so much for being committed to strengthening Catholic faith within our 

families and every household in the Diocese of Des Moines and for your leadership.  

 

Hope in the Midst of the Storm Advent Retreat for Parish Catechetical Leaders begins on 

Monday, December 7 at 10:00 am: 

 

The Diocese of Des Moines will be offering a 

three-part virtual Advent Retreat.  Each 

session is one hour.  Our Parish Catechetical 

Leadership sessions are scheduled for 

December 7, 14, and 21.  They will be held 

from 10:00 to 11:00 am with retreat facilitation 

from Dr. Cheryl Fournier (12/14), Deacon 

Matt Halbach, Ph.D. (12/21), and me (12/7).   

 

Please join the session using this ZOOM link 

below: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87919330663?pwd=YzFyU2xhQlliUmpkSzFjMW5tM0NZUT09  

 

Meeting ID: 879 1933 0663 

Passcode: fqKRR7 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

We have had a great response for the sessions that begin tomorrow for the faithful around the 

Diocese.  There is still time to invite people to attend.  Below is the information you can send out 

or have your parishioners contact me for the information.   

 

Topic: Advent Prayer Series 2020 Urbi et Orbi Virtual Series 

Time: Dec 3, 10, 17, 2020 02:00 PM or 7:00 PM Central Time (US and Canada) 

        Every week on Thu, until Dec 17, 2020, 3 occurrence(s) 

        Dec 3, 2020 02:00 PM or 7:00 PM 

        Dec 10, 2020 02:00 PM or 7:00 PM 

        Dec 17, 2020 02:00 PM or 7:00 PM 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85889253047?pwd=UFVJWFl4QVR2c3RWcnZHQkdRcXN0dz09  

 

Meeting ID: 858 8925 3047 

Passcode: 3Jsfk9 

 

2021 CLADD Retreat with Becky Eldredge survey – Please use this link to participate in the 

CLADD 2021 Retreat survey.  The survey should take less than four minutes to complete.   

 

mailto:jgaffney@dmdiocese.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87919330663?pwd=YzFyU2xhQlliUmpkSzFjMW5tM0NZUT09
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85889253047?pwd=UFVJWFl4QVR2c3RWcnZHQkdRcXN0dz09
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/65QSPG9


I would like to do this in-person at the Pastoral Center in downtown Des Moines on February 4-

5, 2021.  We can do this safely with plenty of space to physically distance.  The Hyatt Hotel 

across the street has been extremely safe with its protocols during COVID-19 and we have 

special pricing.   

 

However, I don’t want to presume you will feel safe to attend, especially our friends out west.  

Becky can do a virtual retreat for us if need be.  The cost will be between $65 and $85 for a two 

day retreat plus any hotel expense if we do the retreat in-person.   

 

The CLADD Retreat is open to all who are parish leaders (employed or volunteer) in any 

specific ministry related to lifelong formation in faith.  It is not a workshop but a retreat for you.  

The retreat usually begins around 1:00 pm on Thursday and concludes at 3:00 pm on Friday.   

 

What am I asking of you right now? 

1 – Please complete the survey whether you will actually register for the retreat. 

2 – Save the date for February 4-5 for an in-person or virtual CLADD Retreat experience. 

3 – Participate in the optional book study we will begin in January, 2021 in preparation 

for the retreat. 

4 – Please pray for Becky and all colleagues whose ministry has been impacted by 

COVID-19. 

5 – Stay tuned for the survey results. 

 

Family Focus Groups Project with Bishop Joensen Update: 

 

The Family Focus Groups project is an answer to two pastoral 

issues:  

1) Bishop Joensen trying to discover the landscape in which 

parents and teens walk in their faith journey, and  

2) a small-scale opportunity for Bishop to become acquainted 

with the Diocese.   

 

The hope is that in conversations with families, Bishop Joensen 

will be able to discern the best pastoral pathway forward as he 

discerns his vision for the Diocese.   

 

They have gone remarkable well.  Attached to this e-newsletter is a report for the first three 

sessions.  The first session was schedule at St. Mary parish in Shenandoah for the Red Oak 

region of parishes.  The second session was scheduled at Christ the King parish in Des Moines 

for some of the parishes in the Des Moines region.  The third session was held at All Saints 

parish in Stuart for the Adair region of parishes.  The session scheduled for St. Pius X has been 

postponed as are the two upcoming December sessions.   

 

This project is the brainchild of Jessica Maciel Hernandez and Justin White.  Although they 

continue to tweak the sessions, the attached session schedule and focus questions have remained 

mostly the same throughout all the sessions.  The only thing I add to the session is this question 

for the parents during my session, “What do you need from the Church to help you in your role 

mailto:jhernandez@dmdiocese.org
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as parents, the leaders of the domestic church?”  This process is easily administered in your local 

parish so please feel free to use the process and materials.  Contact Jessica and Justin if you have 

questions.   

 

December Important Dates: 

 December 3 – Saint Francis Xavier 

 December 6 – Saint Nicholas 

 December 7 – Saint Ambrose 

 December 8 – Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

(Catechetical Corner Pastoral Aid) 

 December 9 – Saint Juan Diego 

 December 12 – Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 December 13 – Saint Lucy 

 December 15 – Saint Virginia Centurione Bracelli 

 December 17 – Pope Francis’ Birthday and Saint Hildegard of Bingen 

 December 25 – Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 

o Blessing of a Christmas Tree 

o Blessing of a Christmas Manger or Nativity Scene 

o Classic Christmas Movies 

 December 26 – Saint Stephen 

 December 27 – Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 

 December 28 – The Holy Innocents 

 December 29 – Saint Thomas Becket 

 

Have a great week!  Thank you for your leadership. 

 

 

https://catholiccurrent.org/catechetical-corner/the-immaculate-conception/
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/blessing-of-a-christmas-tree/
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/blessing-of-the-family-creche/
https://catholiccurrent.org/living-the-faith/classic-christmas-movies/

